THE SOUTHERN 


A Presbyterian weekly magazine devoted to the 
statement, defense and propagation of the 
Gospel, the faith which was once for 


ESBY TERIAN 


all delivered unto the saints 


APRIL 20, 


5 - 8 


1955 


| Copy: = 


Give God His Day 


Voltaire once said that the way to get rid of the Christian 
Church was to destroy its Sabbath. Hearing reports and seemg 
what goes on in present-day America, one concludes that Satan 
1s working this angle for all it is worth today. He even seems 
to be getting some support from nominal church members who 
tell themselves that after paying their formal respects to God 
in a one-hour morning service, the rest of the day 1s thetrs, 
not the Lord’s. But those who truly belong to the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and seek first the things that are above, will not be 
found desecrating the Sabbath through carrying on business trans- 
actions, or attendance at ball games or other sports events. For 
too many Protestants the Sabbath has already been shrunk into 
a one-hour morning service, and God robbed of His glory. In- 
stead of Christians making inroads into the days of the week, 
and claiming them all for Christ, worldliness has been making 
inroads into the Lord’s Day, with devastating results. The loyal 
Christian had better manifest his example, witness and influence, 
ere it is too late. : 


—The Church Herald 
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EDITORIALS 


What Is the Righteousness 
of God? 


“For they being ignorant of God’s righteousness, 
and going about to establish their own righteous- 
ness, have not submitted themselves unto the 
righteousness of God.” Romans 10:3. 


Here we have expressed an age old contro- 
versy, beginning in the Garden of Eden and 
just as active today. 


Adam and Eve made aprons of fig leaves to 
cover their nakedness but God had to provide 
them the skins of slain animals for a covering. 


Cain determined to worship God in his own 
way and was rejected. Abel came with a sacri- 
fice according to God’s will and command and 
was accepted. | 


Naaman disdained the waters of the river 
Jordan, affirming that the rivers of his home- 
land were more acceptable, but, he came to 
the place of healing when he accepted God’s 
way and God's place. 


Saul was certain he was following God’s will 
when he persecuted the Church, but God 
brought him to his knees and he arose from 
the Damascus road a new creature in Christ 
because He had met and accepted Jesus as 
Savior and Lord. 


Matthew 22 begins with the story of the 
wedding feast and the guest who did not have 
on the wedding garment. Oriental custom made 
available suitable garments for all guests but 
this guest insisted on going in to the feast 
dressed in his own clothes, He was cast out 
into the dark night. 
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Human nature has not changed—except as 
it has been changed by a personal transaction 
with the Christ of Calvary. Men and women 
are today, as they have done from the begin- 
ning, trying to go into God’s Holy Presence in 
their own way. a and wilful rejection 
are the two chief causes of man’s failure to 
accept salvation. On every hand we find man 
still trying to establish his own righteousness; 
some through rationalism or a_ philosophical 
approach, others by worthy deeds, but all fail- 
ing to admit that righteousness in God’s sight 
is a matter of receiving, not achieving. 


Deep down inside most of us there is a feeling 
that we can win God’s approval by “being 
good.”” Even mature Christians can often be 
tempted to feel that after all they are worthy 


of God’s redeeming grace and that living as a 


Christian makes God somewhat in their debt. 


What is the righteousness of God? It is a 
divine attribute, divinely given. It is a super- 
natural quality conferred only on those who 
recognize their own utter helplessness and ac- 
cept God’s free gift. It is the perfection of God, 
given by His Son to those who come to Him 
in humble, child-like faith. 


There is a striking illustration of this truth 
to be found in the Chinese character “?”’, which 
means righteous. This character is a combina- 
tion of the two other characters, the one, “wo”, 
the personal pronoun - I, or me; the other, 
“tang”, meaning a lamb. But, when this char- 
acter designating a lamb is superimposed on 
the personal pronoun, me, it becomes “?” - right- 
eousness. What a perfect picture of God im- 
puting the righteousness of Christ to the be- 
lieving sinner. When God looks down and sees 
over me the Lamb of God he does not see me 
and my sins - He sees the righteousness of Christ 
which has covered me as a garment and I am 
righteous in His sight. 
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The Gospel message centers around the story 
of how God has made it possible for me, a 
sinner, to become righteous through faith in 
His Son. Despite this fact the controversy goes 
on—man trying to achieve righteousness in his 
own way. 


“But the natural man receiveth not the things 
of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness 


unto him: neither can he know them, because 


they are spiritually discerned.” —L.N. B. . 


He Left the Appendix In 


Allegory—A man, obviously in great pain, is 
admitted to the hospital. All symptoms and 
laboratory findings indicate an acute appendix. 


The operating room is prepared, doctors and 
nurses assemble and scrub and the patient is 
anesthetized. The surgeon, well trained, person- 
ally attractive and well known, skilfully makes 
the incision; the bleeders are clamped and tied 


off. The peritoneum is opened and considerable 


time consumed in investigation and manipula- 
tion of the viscera. The wound is then skilfully 
closed and the patient returned to the recovery 
room. It was a masterful demonstration of tech- 
nical skill. 


The one thing lacking was, .. . the surgeon 
failed to remove the appendix. 


_.Fact—It is a much publicized union meeting, 
designed to attract rather large crowds each 
noon-day for a week. Hundreds came, from their 
homes and from shops and stores. In that num- 
ber were many with hungry hearts, some with 
serious problems. Some were professional men 
who rarely attend church. 


The speaker is a nationally known preacher 
of one of the largest denominations. He is 
obviously well trained, personally attractive and 
with exceptional gifts as a speaker. Vital topics 


are listed for each succeeding day; what we be- 


lieve about Christ, the Bible, Salvation, etc. But, 
each service begins with a demolishing of his- 
toric and Scriptural positions with reference to 
these vital matters, and, there is substituted a 
“new approach” which depends for its effect on 
human reason and human effort. 


Devout souls went to hear a message of power 
and comfort and hope and determined not to 
be critical and they came away with the feeling: 
“They have taken away my Lord and I know not 
where they have laid Him.” 


Hungry hearts and unsaved souls came hope- 
fully, some timidly, and all desperately in need 
and they went away baffled, bewildered and 
benefited only to the extent that a psychologi- 
cal lift gives a temporary boost to morale. 

* * * 

In the allegory related above fellow surgeons 
and coldly impersonal hospital staffs would 
take the steps necessary to, in the future, pro- 
tect the lives and general welfare of the patients 
coming to that hospital. | 


But, where the souls of men are at stake, 
nothing will be done. The “big name” preacher 
will continue to receive invitations and to wield 
his influence in ecclesiastical circles. He will 
continue to be a: “blind leader of the blind” 
and a snare to sincere souls looking for the 
truth. 


No minister is responsible for what his hear- 
ers do with the message, but, he is responsible 
for the message he preaches. If he fails to preach 
the Gospel and preaches another gospel he 
stands responsible before God. 

“He fails to remove the appendix.” 

~ —L. N. B. 


Slippery Places 


One of the worst automobile accidents in 
our little community was caused by a slippery 
spot on the highway where the water had run 
over a few feet of the pavement, and then frozen. 
As long as the entire road was covered with 
snow and ice, people saw the danger and drove 
carefully and slowly, but when most of it was 


free from ice and dry, then, assuming that the 


way was clear, drivers resumed their normal 
speed. A car full of strangers who were not fa- 
miliar with this danger spot, just as the road 
curved to go under the railway, skidded and 
plunged into the stone pillar of the under-pass. 
No one was killed, but for weeks those who 
had been in the car were in the local hospital 
seriously injured. 

There are many “slippery places” along the 
Highway to Heaven. When the time is one of 
stress and strain and danger all along the road, 
then we are likely to be on our guard. We 
watch and pray. We look carefully where we 
are going. We come through like heroes. Then, 
in a time of calm, when life resumes its normal 
way, we forget that there may be some spots 
where the ice has not melted. We strike one 
of these places, slip up, and fall. 
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I believe that many ot our Bible saints could 
testify to the danger of the “slippery places” 
left in the road after the snow has gone. Abra- 
ham and Moses and David and Peter, to men- 
tion no more, would be glad to warn us of 
these places, and put us on guard. Paul would 
add his voice as he says, “Let him that thinketh 
he standeth take heed lest he fall.” 

—J. K. P. 


Christian Education Must 
Be CHRISTIAN! 


“Whatever is propounded in the classroom of 
a Catholic educational institution, whether 
school or college or university, must be in full 
conformity with the teachings of the Catholic 
Church.” The words are those of the Rev. Fran- 
cis Connell, dean of the Washington University’s 
School of Sacred Theology. He went on to say 
“that there can be dangers to the integrity of 
the faith even in the Catholic classroom is evi- 
dent from history and from the frequent direc- 
tions of the sovereign pontiff warning Catholic 
scholars not to stray from the traditional teach- 
ing cf the Catholic Church.” 


Purity of motive and life as well as of doctrine 
was important, he said. ““The graduate of a 
Catholic institution of learning is expected to 
be an apostle eager to bring to others, whether 
Catholics or non-Catholics, understanding and 
appreciation of Catholic truth, and inspiration 
to lead a better life. . . . The Catholic who 
has received a Catholic education on the college 
or university level is a failure if he is not living 
an exemplary Catholic life, however great may 
be his prowess in the intellectual sphere.” 


Here are two real standards for the teacher in 
a Christian institution, and for the graduate 
of such an institution. The absolute insistence 
on the primacy of the doctrines of the Roman 
Church in her institutions explains something 
of the strength of that church.What would not 
the strength of Protestantism be today if all 
her institutions had remained true to the evan- 
gelical doctrines of the Church which founded 
and nurtured them! We see no real hope for 
an effective and lasting Protestant revival while 
large numbers of teachers in Protestant institu- 
tions of higher education either have no knowl- 
edge of or concern for the faith they are sup- 
posed to represent and teach. What a contra- 
diction for teachers in institutions founded and 
supported by the purposes and gifts of conse- 
crated Christians for the maintenance and in- 
culcation of the Christian faith to ignore that 
faith, or to ridicule its doctrines. The first re- 
quirement of a Christian educational institution 
is that it shall have a faculty whose teaching 
and life is in full conformity with the teachings 


of the Church to which it belongs. Unless Prot- 


estantism regains lost ground in the area of 
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higher education she will be overwhelmed by 
secularism, and find herself unable to stand or 
to advance effectively against either Romanism 
or Communism. “If the salt have lost its savor, 
wherewith shall it be salted?” 


Copied from The Church Herald (April 1, 1955) A 
Christian Weekly Serving the Reformed Church in 
America. 


THE BILLY GRAHAM MEETING 
By George Burnham 


Glasgow, Scotland — Over 3,000 people, a 
cold statistic, made decisions surrendering their 
lives to Christ in the first eight days of Evan- 
gelist Billy Graham’s All-Scotland Crusade. 


But let’s reduce the figure to warm flesh and 
blood—people with fears, frustrations, problems 
and hope, much like the man-on-the-street in 
America. 


The telephone rang in the home of one of 
Glasgow’s leading merchants the other day, as 
he and his wife were having luncheon with 
Billy’s soloist George Beverly Shea, his wife and 
son. The. merchant’s wife, who serves as a coun- 
selor each night at the services in Kelvin Hall, 
was summoned to the 'phone. 


On the other end of the line was a distraught 
lady, with panic in her voice. She said: ‘You're 
the lady who counseled me last night after I 
made a decision for Christ. I want you to take 
the card I signed and tear it up... please.” 


Pressed for details, the lady said that both she 
and her daughter had “gone forward” at the 
service, but when they returned home later and 
told the husband he was furious. 


“He has threatened to leave us unless we 
forget all about it,’’ said the woman. “He says 
he is going to the pastor where we are all mem- 
bers and get this thing straightened out. It 
isn’t that we are ashamed of the decision we 
made, but I don’t want my husband to leave. 
We want to talk with him about Christ. I’m 
afraid our pastor isn’t going to like what we did 
either, but as Mr. Graham spoke I knew I had 
never surrendered my life to Christ.” 


The merchant’s wife promised to do every- 
thing she could to help, and asked Bev Shea 
for advice. He told her that in a similar situa- 
tion in another city, the pastor had been con- 
tacted by a friend before the father arrived and 
everything was settled peacefully. 


A call was quickly made to the Glasgow min- 
ister and the situation explained. He listened 
politely and then said, “My, my, so Mrs. — 
and her daughter haves made decisions to live 
for Christ. Have no fear, dear lady, I think 
it’s wonderful. You know, they had only been 
interested in the social side of church life before. 
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“And you tell Mrs. not to worry about 
her husband. I'll have a long talk with him. 
Everything will be all right.” 


In another case, a repair ‘man came into the 
Billy Graham Crusade Office in downtown 
Glasgow one morning to work on the mimeo- 
graph machine. He seemed very cynical about 
all the volunteer workers for Christ in the office 
and was scornful of all the publicity connected 
with the meetings. 


One of the secretaries began talking with 
him and in the conversation told about two 
girls who had found Christ the night before 
at Kelvin Hall. He became interested in the 
simple, direct testimony of how two lives had 
been changed. The secretary asked him to do 
some serious thinking about his own life. He 
promised to try. 


That afternoon at 3 o'clock he returned and 
said, “Can anybody here show me how to be- 
come a Christian?” One of the workers took 
him into a private room and opened a Bible. 
She showed him with Bible verses that he was 


.a sinner, that Jesus Christ loved him enough 


to die for him and that eternal life was his if 
he would surrender his will to Christ. He made 
the decision. Later, he came into the office and 
asked for two tickets, saying he had two friends 
he wanted to take to the meeting. Both walked 
to the front that night when Billy gave the in- 
vitation to “accept Christ and begin living for 
Him seven days a week.” 


An engineer who had spent most of his life 
in France said he felt condemned when Billy 
made reference in a sermon to men in the last 
war who, when in great danger, made vows to 
God and then failed to keep them when the 
danger passed. 


“I made a solemn vow to God once that if 


He would help me I would follow Him,” said 
the engineer, “but I didn’t keep it.” 


Both he and his wife made decisions the 
same night! 


Crusade worker Irene Johnson spoke one night 


at a YWCA and remarked during the talk that 
She would be available for counseling after- 
wards if anyone wanted to see her. A total of 
13 girls came to her and made decisions for 
Christ. 


Between sobs, a woman said she was an Ameri- 
can citizen and had come to Scotland against 
the wishes of her husband and that the husband 


had died before she could return. “Only God | 
can help me now,” said the woman, who told > 


of having a Christian mother living in Canada. 
“I am going back to her,” ‘he murmured. , 


Another lady had a worried expression as she 
talked with a woman in the counseling room 
after making a decision. 
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“IT don’t know how my son will take the news 
about this,” she said. At that moment she felt 
an arm being slipped around her shoulders 
and a voice said: “Don’t worry about telling~ 
me, Mom. I came to the meeting tonight with- 
out you knowing it and I’ve found Christ, too.” 


WHAT ILSAW AT AN ALL-NIGHT 
PRAYER MEETING IN LONDON 


From a personal letter from a London Christian 


“I refer to one of the all-night prayer meet- 
ings directed by the Rev. Gelin Kerr. I went 
there a little skeptical that these meetings might 
have been exaggerated somewhat. I came away 
at 3:00 a. m. completely dazed by the inde- 
scribable wonders witnessed and heard. No one; 
except with a heart of stone, could have failed 
to have been deeply moved by the simple, quiet 
testimonies and prayers. These ranged from so- 
ciety people openly, unashamedly confessing to 
a life of debauchery and sin, who had turned 
to God; right through every layer of our com- 
munity to the impoverished, old woman who 
came to thank God that her prayers had, at long 
last, been answered—her husband, who had 


many years ago deserted her, had been to Har- 
_ringay, had accepted Christ, had sought her out 


and was now there by her side, kneeling with 
her in humble thanksgiving. 


“I heard sons praying for mothers, mothers 
for sons, etc. — Oh, dozens of poignant, deeply 
moving prayers that engraved that experience 
forever in my memory. I felt deeply humbled, 
yet at the same time most deeply blessed, for 
truly God was there, in that, His House.” 

—R. E. F. 
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Resurrection 


and 
Judgment 


(Final article in the series on the 
Westminster Confession of Faith) 


By Gordon H. Clark, Ph.D. 


Otherworldliness is a reproach frequently 
brought against Christianity. Belief in heaven 
is crudely ridiculed as “pie in the sky.” _Dis- 
tinguished leaders of American education use 
more dignified language. For example, one pro- 
fessor writes that the humanism which he advo- 
cates “means that the comforting faith in some 
guarantee of human values is replaced by a 
resolute readiness to face the tragedies and crises 
of life in terms of our knowledge of their 
naturalness and probability, finding in the sense 
of friendly comradeship with our fellows a more 
than satisfying compensation for loss of the cozy 
but illusory feeling that underneath are the ever- 
lasting arms of a divine protector.” Another 
humanist is more forthright in stating that the- 
istic religion is ‘the most active and pervasive 
menace to civilization which confronts us today.” 


In the same vein left wing religious liberals 
fill their periodicals and sermons with socialistic 
politics and confine their hopes to this world. 
No otherworldliness for them. Insofar as this 
type of accusation against historic Christianity 
is made to imply that the orthodox are “socially 
irresponsible” and have no interest in present 
human ills, it is a propaganda device to conceal 
the fact that theological conservatives are very 
much concerned with present human misery and 
are concerned not to increase it by. subjecting 
the nation to secularistic socialism; but insofar 
as it reproaches us for having our citizenship 
in heaven, it should not so much be borne in 
silence as proclaimed proudly, publicly, and 
with vigor. 


Those who deny the life beyond the grave 
should be forced, by insistent challenge, to face 
the implications of their thought. Although they 
have a program of socialization, which no doubt 
they sincerely believe will improve the condi- 
tions of humanity, they should be made to ex- 
plain how their philosophic naturalism can logi- 
cally support no matter what program of im- 
provement. They should be questioned point- 
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edly how secularism can furnish a basis for 
morality. Frequently they speak of morality as 
a social code; sometimes they speak of it as an 
individual emotional reaction. In any case 
there is no “cosmic guarantee’ that the effort 
expended in advancing their program will be 
rewarded and that opposition to it will be pun- 
ished. Do not history and observable facts show 
that devotion to the good (whatever anyone 
thinks the good is) is worth the trouble. On 
naturalistic assumptions. therefore, no reason 
can be given for choosing a life of honesty and 
truth rather than a life devoted to becoming 
a communistic dictator. Honor and truth may 
offer lesser risks with mediocre rewards; Stalin’s 
choice brought immense rewards even though 
the risk was great. Because secularism and left 
wing politics provide no logical ground for 
choosing a life of honesty and truth, the theo- 
logical conservatives are justified in suspecting 
that totalitarianism will be the actual result. 


For that matter, can humanism give a reason 
for not committing suicide? Of course, when 
things go well with us and we are enjoying 
ourselves, we may prefer to live a little while 
longer. But this is only a personal preference; 
it is not a moral duty binding all men. Human- 
ism can motivate neither morality nor life itself. 


Not so with a consistent Christian theism. 
Not so with the Biblical view that includes 
heaven and hell. Although observable history 
shows that good people have endured pain and 
persecution, although it cannot be proved by 
this life that honesty is invariably the best 
policy, a future life with rewards and punish- 
ments meted out by an omnipotent and omnis- 
cient Sovereign clearly provides logical justifica- 
tion for choosing a life of rightéousness at What- 
ever temporal cost. | 


How selfish! the secularists deride; we always 
have said that Christianity is egoistic. 


At this point the secularist must be brought 
back forcefully to his own position. How is it 


that he uses egoism as an accusation of moral 


inferiority? On humanistic principles what is 
wrong with egoism? Since a naturalistic world- 
view cannot justify any type of life, or even 
life itself, except as an expression of irrational 
personal preference, it has no more ground for 
objecting to Christianity than to communism. 


The Christian view, however, includes much 


more than a bare belief in some sort of future 


rewards and punishments. It even goes beyond 
the notion of the immortality of the soul. 
Christianity teaches the resurrection of the body 
—a doctrine doubly based on information given 
us by God and an exemplification of it in the 
historic event of Christ’s rising from the tomb. 


Then at that great future day all the dead, 
both small and great, shall stand before the 
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judgment seat of Christ; “for God hath appoint- 
ed a day in the which he will judge the world 
by that man whom he hath ordained;” “for 
the Father judgeth no man, ‘but hath committed 
all judgment unto the Son.” 


And, to conclude the Confession, ‘““The end 
of God’s appointing this-day~is for the mant- 
festation of the glory of his mercy in the eternal 
salvation of the elect, and of his justice in the 


damnation of the reprobate, who are wicked 


and disobedient . . . As Christ would have us 


to be certainly persuaded that there shall be 


a day of judgment, both to deter all men from 
sin and for the greater consolation of the godly 
in their adversity; so will he have that day 
unknown to men, that they may shake off all 
carnal security and be always watchful because 
they know not at what hour the Lord will come, 
and may be ever prepared to say, Come, Lord 


ANGLERS 
(By the Editor of The Testament 


for Fishers of Men) 


Lesson No. 103 


“REMOTE CONTROL” 


To chop wood, broil a steak, thread a needle 
or milk a cow, one must have proximity. These 
and a thousand other things we do cannot be 
accomplished at long distance. But prayer is 
an exercise that has no need to take account of 
space or remoteness. This is especially true in 
personal evangelism. Indeed in the venture to 
win a soul to Christ, prayer is a must. God 
evidently intends it that way. There is no rule 
that will fully apply in every case, for the simple 
reason that no two cases are exactly alike. No 
two people are exactly alike (not even twins) 
and no two sets of circumstances are the same. 
No two days are alike. Today is different from 
yesterday, and tomorrow will not be the same. 
The man himself in some way changes from 
day to day. Your approach to him varies, ac- 
cordingly. That is one reason why we have to 
depend on prayer, step by step. It is the one 
Christian activity above all others which re- 
quires instant and continuous contact with the 
Holy Spirit—through prayer. He knows, and 
is so ready to direct what step to take next. 


Success in soul winning is sometimes achieved 
by “remote control.” This truth is so expansive 
that actually the fervent and faithful prayer of 
a “shut-in” can engage the power of God in 
the effort of another soul winner who is far out 
of sight or hearing. 


ANGLERS has just received an account of 
a soul won by “remote control,” and is happy 
to pass it on. 
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Dear ANGLERS: 


Sunday, while my husband was visiting the 
jail, I said to the children, “Let’s pray for 
Daddy,” so we stopped and each one prayed, 
asking for his guidance and that the Holy Spirit 
would open the hearts of the prisoners to re- 
ceive the message of salvation. Then I glanced 
at the clock to see if it was time to feed the 
baby. It was 5:30 p. m. That night when Daddy 
returned, he told us that he had gone from cell 
to cell, but no one seemed interested; so he gave 
out tracts until he reached the last cell and 
this young man accepted Christ as his Saviour. 
I asked, “What time was it?” He said, “5.30.” 
So I say to the wives and mothers, let’s under- 
gird the work of our laymen with prayer, and 
reap the rewards He promises in James 5:16 and 
Psalms 145:18. (Name Withheld) 


HELPS FOR UNDERSTANDING 
SCRIPTURE READINGS 


IN DAY BY DAY 
Clinton C. Baker 


Sun. 24, Revelation 1:4-6. 

s are addressed to Christians who 
are going ugh severe persecution. Notice 
that the “grace” and “peace” of v.4 is said to 
proceed from all three persons of the Godhead 
(vv.4-5). (The seven spirits probably refer to 
the Holy Spirit.) What evidences of strength 
and power do you see in God the Father 
(vv.4a,8)? In what specific way would each 
phrase describing the person or work of Christ 
in vv.5-6 help support a group of persecuted 
believers? How is Christ’s love expressed in- 
terms of what He has done for us (vv.5b,6) ? 
How would the promise of the coming of 
Christ (v.7) give assurance that God’s judgment 
would be visjted upon the persécutors? How 
completely does the triune God meet the needs 
of His persecuted children? How completely 
have I allowed Him to meet my needs? 


Mon., April 25, Rev. 5:9-10. 

Picture the scene portrayed in vv.1-10—the 
throne, the scroll, the four living creatures, the 
Lamb. Notice how Christ (the Lamb) is ex- 
alted. What is the answer to the angel’s proc- 
lamation of v.2 (vv.3-5)? How does this answer 
add to the drama of the Lamb’s appearance in 
vv.6-8? What phrases lend the note of authority 
and power to the Lamb (vv.5,6)? The scroll 
the Lamb took (v.7) is the scroll of the destiny 
of history. Observe that it is assumed that the © 
Lamb has already conquered history (vv.5,9,10) . 
What event has made this assumption possible 
(v.9) ? What is there in this passage that should 
move my lips to proclaim the glory of, Christ? 


Tues., April 26, Rev. 7:10,12,15-17. 
Verses 9-17 are a preview of that Great Day 
when all believers of all generations will be 
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WRITE FOR CATALOG NOW 


gathered about the Throne. Select the words in 
vv.9-12 that depict the intensity of the emotion 
of this scene. How many people are there? 
Where are they from? What are they doing? How 
does the adoration of the angels and heavenly 
creatures echo their praise (vv.11,12)? What is 
the basis of their praise (vv.10,14)? How does 
the praise you offer God for the sacrifice of 
Christ compare to that described in these verses? 
In what ways would the promises of vv.15-17 


alleviate the pains and trials of earth? How ~— 


personal a part will Christ play in this redemp- 
tion? Which promise do you find particularly 
helpful? 


Wed., April 27, Rev. 11:17-18. 

Matt. 24:3-14 teaches that as earth’s history 
draws to a close, the powers of evil will almost 
completely overwhelm the Church. God, how- 
ever, will already be pouring out His woes upon 
the evil forces (Rev. 11:14,18), and the dawn 
will soon appear (11:17,18). What help is found 
in these verses for one troubled with the presence 
of evil in the world? Will God always allow 
it to exist (v.18)? What motivation is there 
for turning from it (vv.17,18) ? How real is my 
desire that Christ’s kingdom might come? Am 
I content to live in this present evil world, or 
do I sojourn here with my eyes fixed upon the 
kingdom of Christ? 


Thurs., April 28, Rev. 19:1-10. 

A harlot is judged (v.2); a bride is made 
ready (v.7). The great harlot (v.2) represents 
Babylon, the kingdom of Satan. What has she 
been guilty of before God (v.2)? Why should 
God’s judgment upon evil produce praise and 
thanksgiving in the believer’s heart (vv.1-2) ? 
Suppose evil were not judged! Notice just how 
much God's avenging of the blood of the mar- 
tyrs (v.2) means to His followers (vv.4-5). How 
complete is the judgment of the harlot (v.3b) ? 
The bride of the Lamb is the Church. How 
is she to prepare for the marriage supper (v.8) ? 
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How does she compare to the harlot? Am I 
preparing myself for the marriage supper or am 
I following the ways of the great harlot? 


Fri., April 29, Rev. 21:1-5. a 
The New Jerusalem is the place Christ has 
gone to prepare for His saints (John 14:1-3). 
How is it contrasted to this world? Notice how 
completely new God’s kingdom will be (vv.1,5). 
Observe some of the implications of what it 


will mean for God Himself to come and dwell 


with His people (v.4). Are my loved ones who 
have passed on better off than they would be if 
they were here? What do these verses tell us 
as to how God’s kingdom is to be ushered in— 
by social reform? by the return of Christ? Does 
this imply that we should ignore present at- 
tempts to alleviate pain and remove social evil? 
Am I helping to remove some of the present 
evils of the world? At the same time, is my 
fondest hope of the day when God Himself 
shall dwell among His people, making all things 
right? 


Sat., April 30, Rev. 22:1-5. 

What elements do you find here that remind 
you of the Garden of Eden? Notice that all 
the results of evil will be eradicated (v.3a). 
Notice the dominant influence of the throne 
of God. To whom does this throne and the 
leadership of this government belong (v.3) ? 
What is the relationship of God to His people 
(vv.3-4) ? Observe that God’s servants will not 
sit idle (vv.3b,5b). What effect does the river 


of the water of life have upon the new Eden > 


(v.2)? What is the source of this river (v.1)? 
What is the source of light (v.5)? Every good 
thing will proceed from the throne of God; 
all man’s energy will be spent in service to God 
and to the Lamb. What place has the throne of 
God and of the Lamb in my life now? 
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SABRATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR MAY 8 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Jehoshaphats Righteous Leadership 


Background Scripture: II Chronicles 17 - 20. 


Devotional Reading: Nehemiah 8:1-8. 


Both Asa and his son, Jehoshaphat, were a combinationof good and bad. The good predom- 
inated, but their faults are also seen, and show a certain weakness of character. «Jehoshaphat 
seems the better of the two: he certainly reacted with more grace to the rebukes of the prophet. 


When Hanani, the seer, rebuked Asa, the king was wroth and 


put him in a prison house. When 


Jehu, the son of Hanani, rebuked Jehoshaphat, he brought the people back to God. 


“The book of the law of Moses’ had a large 
part in the reforms of Jehoshaphat, who sent 
Levites into the land with the law in their 
hands. Our Devotional Reading gives us the 
account of the Revival under Nehemiah and 
Ezra in which this same “Book” played such 
a conspicuous part. All the people gathered 
themselves together and asked Ezra to bring 
the book of the law. It was brought and read 
and explained to “all the people” and proved 
to be “sharper than any two-edged sword.” It 
brought conviction and tears, but also led to 
obedience and joy, and a great revival swept 
over the land. It was the re-discovery of the 
Bible that brought about the _ Protestant 
Reformation, and it is the faithful preaching 
of the Word that is at the basis of all our 
revivals. ‘The Holy Spirit uses His Sword today 
in the same mighty way in which He has always 
used it. Let us heed the admonition of Paul: 
“Preach the Word.” 


I would like to study this king under two 
heads: (1) His Greatness, and (2) His Weak- 


ness. 


I. His Greatness: “And Jehoshaphat waxed great 


exceedingly.” Ch. 17; 19:4-20:34. 


There were many ways in which Jehoshaphat 
was great: 


1. He, like David, had many “mighty men 
of valor’ about him and he strengthened him- 
self in a military way. He placed forces in all 
the fenced cities of Judah. This was a wise pre- 
caution. Joining him on the North was the 
kingdom of Israel, and there was still a feeling 
on their part that it would be a good thing to 
force the Southern kingdom to “‘come back into 
the fold.” God had stopped Rehoboam from 
attempting such a “war against the rebels,” as 
it might have been called. In the reign of 
Baasha, king of Israel, there was war, and that 
king made the mistake of allying himself with 
Ben-hadad, king of Syria. Jehoshaphat very nat- 
urally felt that he needed an army to defend 
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himself. In time of peace he was wise enough 
to prepare for war. 


Israel was not the only nation he had to fear. 
There was Syria further to the north, and 
Ethiopia and Egypt to the south. Palestine was 
beginning to be a sort of “bottle-neck,” or “buf- 
fer state,” between the great world powers situ- 
ated to the North and South. We today, as one 
of the World. Powers, have our potential ene- 
mies, and feel that we must be prepared. 


He raised a huge army for such a small coun- 
try; over_a million men, and these were led by 
experienced officers, “mighty men of valor.” 
This well equipped army became a temptation 
to him as we see very soon, for he decided to 
“try it out,” with disastrous results. 


2. He was great in a far better way than this, 
however, for he instituted far-reaching reforms, 
and many worthwhile measures for the better- 
ment of the country. He took away the groves 
and high places. Then he sent his princes and 
Levites out in Judah to teach the Law of the 
Lord. He knew that it was necessary, not merely 
to destroy the symbols of idolatry and supersti- 
tion which had crept into the land, but to in- 
struct the people in the knowledge and fear of 
God 


3. Since he honored God in these ways, the 
fear of the Lord fell upon all the kingdoms 
round about so that the Philistines and Arabians 
brought him presents. It reminds us a bit of 
the glory of Solomon’s reign. The promise of 
God, ““Them that honor me, I will honor’ was 
fulfilled, and Jehoshaphat was greatly blessed 
and strengthened. 


4. He showed his greatness, and humility, of 
spirit, in the way he reacted to the rebuke of 
Jehu the seer. When that man of God upbraided 
him in these words, “Shouldest thou help the 
ungodly and love them that hate the Lord?”, 
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instead of getting angry as his father had done, 


he proceeded to institute further reforms and — 


bring the people back to God. He set judges 
in the land and admonished them to judge in 
the fear of the Lord. He appointed Amariah 
the chief priest and Zebadiah and the Levites 
to do this work and said to them, Deal Cour- 
ageously, and the Lord shall be with the good. 


5. In chapter 20 we have a great prayer of 
this good king and a great victory as the result 
of that prayer. The Moabites and Ammonites— 
inveterate and longtime enemies of Israel and 
Judah—came up against Jehoshaphat to battle. 
Jehoshaphat feared, and proclaimed a fast and 
gathered all Judah together to ask help of the 


Lord. He comes to God pleading for divine 


aid. Listen to these closing words: ““O our God, 
wilt thou not judge them? for we have no might 
against this great company that cometh against 
us; neither know we what to do: but our eyes 
are upon thee.” 


The Lord answered his prayer through 
Jahaziel upon whom the Spirit of the Lord 
came: “Be not afraid nor dismayed by reason 
of this great multitude: for the battle is not 
yours but God’s . . . ye shall not need to fight 
in this battle.’”” This was indeed a unique bat- 
tle. —The king appointed singers unto the Lord 
and when they sang, Praise the Lord, the Lord 
set ambushments against the enemy, and every 
one helped to destroy another—so great was 
the confusion—and Jehoshaphat and his people 
came to gather in a tremendous amount of spoils, 
more than they could carry away, so that they 
were three days in gathering up the spoils. This 
is a more miraculous victory than the victory 
of Gideon and his three hundred men, for it was 
all the Lord’s doing. So the realm. of 
Jehoshaphat was quiet: for his God gave him 
rest round about. As a whole, his was a righteous 
leadership and his twenty-five years were years 
of prosperity, peace, and righteousness. It seems 
a pity to have to point to his faults. 


II]. His Weakness: “Joined affinity with Ahab”: 
“with Ahaziah’. Chapter 18; 19:1-2; 20:35-37. 


Ahab and Jezebel, two of the most wicked 
rulers Israel ever had, were on the throne, (for 
Jezebel was really the ruler). Ahab was wicked, 
but weak; Jezebel was even more wicked than 
her husband, and was strong-willed with it. 
Jehoshaphat went down to Saniaria to visit 
Ahab, and that wily monarch made a feast and 
greeted him like a “brother.””’ Ahab had a project 
in mind and needed the help of his “brother.” 
He proposes that they go up against Ramoth- 
Gilead, and the simple-minded Jehoshaphat an- 
swered, “I am as thou art, and my people as 
thy people,” and we will be with thee in the 
war. Here you have two men, one of them a 
wicked ruler, starting a war without consulting 
the people who must do the fighting. How 
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many other wars have been started in the same 
way! 


Jehoshaphat was accustomed to asking God 
about things, so he said, “Enquire, I pray thee, 
at the word of the Lord today.” Ahab gathered 
400 of his subservient prophets and they said, 


Go up: for God will deliver it into the king’s 


hand. Jehoshaphat was not satisfied, for he 
no doubt could see through their ready reply, 
and so he asked if there were not another 
prophet of the Lord besides these. There is 
one, said Ahab, but I hate him, for he never 
prophesied good of me, but evil. 


Micaiah, the son of Imla, is called, and is 
quietly advised to join in the chorus of the 
“Yes men,’ but he courageously replied, As 


the Lord liveth, even what my God saith, that 


will I speak. He told the two kings very plainly 
that the battle would go against them, and it 
did. Jehoshaphat almost loses his life, due to 
Ahab is smitten by a man who drew his bow 
at a venture and mortally wounded him. 


It was right after this disastrous battle that 
Jehu rebuked King Jehoshaphat in the words 
I have quoted above. These words would be 
wise words to ponder in our day before we 
make alliances with those that “hate the Lord.” 
It never pays to be “unequally yoked together 
with unbelievers’ whether it is a nation or 
individual. Jehoshaphat ought to have had the 
courage and wisdom to have refused to go into 
battle when he had been warned by the 
prophet. Perhaps he was too proud to back out 
of a bad bargain. 


This was not the only, or the worst mistake, 
which he made. His greatest sin and blunder— 
the one that brought terrible consequences to 
his land—was in arranging for his son, Jehoram, 
to marry the daughter of Ahab, who was a 
second Jezebel, and later usurped the throne 
and introduced the worst forms of idolatry into 
the country. Why will good men marry thei 
children off to the most wicked people? 


He made a further mistake in going into 
a business partnership with Ahaziah, “And 
the ships were broken.” God has to chasten 
us for our folly. 
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 
YOUTH PROGRAM FOR MAY 1 


REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Being Friendly With Older People 


Hymn: “Come, Thou Almighty King” 
Prayer 
Scripture I Kings 12:1-14 


Hymn: “Jesus, The Very Thought Of Thee” | 


Offering 
Hymn: “Saviour, Like a Shepherd Lead Us” 


PROGRAM LEADER: 
This is the second in a series of three programs 


dealing with some specific problems which some- 


times arise in our homes. In our discussion last 
week we discovered that these “problems” need 
not be problems at all if they are approached 
in a Christian way. This is also true of our 
relationships with older people. 


Oftentimes in our society it is necessary for 
older people to live in the same homes as their 
children and grandchildren. In other cases there 
are aged relatives in the homes where young 
people live, and in still other instances and for 
different reasons older people and young people 
are thrown in close contact for an extended 


period of time. Situations such as these often | 


result in conflict between young and old. It 
seems there is always a tendency for old folk 
to criticize the younger generations, and the 
young people are inclined to be resentful, al- 
ways expecting the worst from their elders. It 
does not have to work out this way. It is quite 
possible for old people and young people to 
live together in harmony and happiness, and, 
in fact, they ought always to do so. They can 
mean much to each other, and we are suggesting 
that you make friends with some older people 
whether there are some older members of your 
family in or near your home or not. 


As has already been stated, the way to estab- 
lish right relations between the young and the 
old is to apply Christian principles to our living. 
Much of the responsibility for doing this falls 
on young people. The only lives to which we 
can apply the teachings of Christ are our own 
lives. Our speakers will suggest two very practi- 
cal applications of Christianity to be made t 
our relationships with older folk. 


First SPEAKER: 

It often irks young people that their elders 
are so free with unwanted advice. It is a painful 
admission to make, but it is true that we, as 
young people, have not attained all the wisdom 
in the world. It is equally true that there is a 
wisdom which comes with years of experience. 
This means, whether we like it or not, that the 
advice of old people which we so often spurn 
could be very valuable to us. Young people 
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are apt to say that times have changed when 
they reject sage advice. The fact is that funda- 
mental matters of truth and wisdom do not 
change, only incidental things are changed with 
the times. We are literally turning our backs 
on eternally valid wisdom when we refuse to 
accept the advice of our elders. 


There is nearly always something a little 
difficult about receiving advice gracefully, es- 
pecially so when the advice finds fault with us 
and with our ways. The response which we 
normally make to this kind of advice is to criti- 
cize it in return and build up a resistance to 
it. We shall find that if we will actively seek 
the advice of older people rather than waiting 
for them to volunteer it, the advice itself will 
be given more graciously, and we shall find it 
far easier to receive. This is not an easy lesson 
for young people to learn, but if we do learn | 
it, we shall benefit by the wisdom we receive 
and by the joy which we bring to our own lives 
and to the lives of our older friends. 


SECOND SPEAKER: 

Speaking of friends, it comes as a surprise 
to many young people that older people are 
anxious to have their friendship and their com- 
panionship. Old folk are apt to become lonely 
and discouraged when they are pushed out of 
the central stream of life. A man in the prime 
of life needs friends, but he does not need them 
as much as when he is older, and having young 
friends is especially helpful at this time in life. 


If older people sometimes seem a bit sus- 
picious of our generation, we must not let that 
deceive us into thinking that they are not in- 
terested in us or that they do not desire our 
friendship. It may be that they think we are 
not interested in them. It is our place to take 
the initiative. If there are no older people in 
your home or immediate family, then find some 
person or couple in the community and be a 
sincere friend to them. We can prove our love to 
Christ by showing ourselves friendly to the older 
people who live around us. 


One of the most disheartening experiences 
that can come to us is to have those whom we 
thought to be our friends prove insincere. We 
ought not to be suspicious of our friends, but 
from time to time we are apt to be disappointed 
in some of them. You can be reasonably sure 
of steadfastness among your elderly friends. 
Older people do not cultivate friendships for 
their own advancement, and they will not drop 
us from their roll of friends when someone 
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comes along who might be more profitable to 
them. We shall not only be rendering a Chris- 
tian service to the elderly people when we in- 
clude them in our circle of friends but we shall 
be opening a door to the enrichment of our 
own lives. 


Women’s Work 


OUR NURSE WRITES OF THE 
BIRTHDAY OBJECTIVE 
FROM KOBE, JAPAN 


Dear Miriam, 


Do you remember our speculating about what 
«kind of nursing we would be doing after we 
graduated from nursing school? Remember how 
you always wanted to be a head nurse and I 
was going to be a missionary nurse? Since I’ve 
yust heard from Sue that you have been made a 
head nurse at City Hospital, it seems that your 
ambition has been realized. Congratulations! I 
guess you've heard by now that I am in Japan 
aS a missionary nurse. I have just been here 
two months but am already excited about the 
new and wonderful work that lies ahead. Of 
course for a while I won't be doing any real 
nursing because of language study which is a 
full-time job. But I do go out to the clinic 
to see what’s being done. 


Our Mission has never had any medical work 
in Japan before so we are just beginning, and 
it really is exciting to be here at the very first. 
We are starting with an Out-Patient Clinic in 
a small building. We will have General Medi- 
cine, Surgery, Obstetrics and Gynecology, and 
Pediatric Clinics. 


I wish you could see our present building. 
It’s on one corner of a large level lot. It has 
a fence around it with a gate which is the 
Japanese custom. It’s painted cream with green 
trim and is really attractive in an area where 
no other buildings are painted. The inside is 
all white, even the chairs and tables in the 
reception room. In one end of the building 
there is a business office, a pharmacy room, a 
consultation room, two consultation-examining 
rooms, and a laboratory - X-ray room. The other 
end has the pharmacy stockroom and _ storage 
space for White Cross supplies, other nursing 
supplies, such as medicine glasses and water 
pitchers, and some hospital equipment like 
bedside tables and screens. 


You would enjoy knowing our staff.. They 


GIFTS THAT 
LIVE AFTER YOU 


An ideal way to perpetuate one’s Chris- 
tian influence, or the memory of a loved 
one, is to establish an endowment or 
memorial fund with the Board of World 
Missions. 


Interest from such a fund goes annually 
to the support of Foreign Missions — a 
perennial contribution in your name or 
in that of your loved one. 


Endowments and memorial funds may 
be started with a small amount and ad- 
ditions made from time to time whenever 
you desire. 


Your Board of World Missions, its officers 
and employees, pledge themselves to 
strive earnestly to meet the responsibility 
of making your gift accomplish the ut- 
most for His Kingdom around the world. 


For particulars regarding endowments or 
memorial funds and how they are made 
and used, write 


CURRY B. HEARN, TREASURER 


\ 4 
BoaRD OF VORLD MISSIONS 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES 


POST OFFICE BOX 330, NASHVILLE 1, TENN. 


are extremely nice people and are very capable 
for their jobs. Mr. Kondo is the indispensable 
business manager, Mrs. Hasimoto is the head 
_ nurse, Miss Teranishi is a general duty nurse, 
—_— Miss Handa is the combination office girl and 


“Yo Forergu Misstons a Share’ 
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X-ray technician, Mr. Fukumura is the pharma- 


cist, Mr. Tanaka is the laboratory technician, 
and Mr. Hioki is the watchman. All but one 
of these people are Christians, and we are very 
fortunate to have found them. 


Right now the most exciting thing for us 1s 
beginning the construction of the hospital build- 
ing. I’ve seen the plans and like them very 
much. Everything is arranged for the patient’s 
comfort and the convenience of the personnel— 
which nurses especially appreciate. When the 
hospital is completed we will have two 32-bed 
nursing units, a surgical-delivery suite, labora- 
tory, X-ray department, diet kitchen, laundry, 
and medical library, and the out-patient de- 
partment will be continued. The social service 
department will be headed by June Lamb who 
will arrive from the States soon. Her work of 
assisting patients, their families and the com- 
munity with the problems connected with ill- 
ness and hospitalization will be an important 
part of the hospital’s program. We also have 
plans for some home-nursing services, branch 
clinics, a nursing school, and a training pro- 
gram for internes. 


We want the hospital to be a place where 
Christ is proclaimed as Savior in many ways. 
As an institution, it will have a great influence 
for Christianity in the community. The patients 
and their families will learn about God’s love 
for them by our service to them and through 
the evangelistic’ program of the hospital. The 
staff, both missionaries and Japanese, will have 
opportunities to participate in community 
groups such as Nurse’s Christian Fellowship and 
the Christian Medical Association. 

Will you please pray that our one staff mem- 
ber who is not a Christian may soon come to 
know Christ as his Savior. Also pray that all 
of the work of the hospital may be for the glory 
of God and the salvation of many people. 

Love, 
Nell Swensen. 
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WHAT WILL BE YOUR SHARE— 
IN THE YODOGAWA 


‘CHRISTIAN HOSPITAL? 


Happy Birthday to each member of the 
Women of the Church! May it be a blessed time 
of giving to show our gratitude to God for all 
the blessings He has showered on us. 

It is nice to be in on the beginnings of things, 
isn’t it? To be pioneers. The medical work 
in Japan is in its initial stage. One unit of 
the Yodogawa Christian Hospital in Osaka is 
already up, and you, the Women of the Church, 
through this Birthday gift, can put up the 
second, which is so badly needed. Osaka was 
heavily bombed during the war, and many of 
its hospitals are in ruins and the people with- 
out sufficient medical care. 

Once there was extreme hostility toward our 
doctors, but now with government obstacles re- 
moved, and with this real need among the 
Japanese people for medical education and 
treatment, we can go ahead, confident that as 
our doctors heal bodies, souls may also be healed. 
Cenfident that many will be brought to a saving 
knowledge of Christ through contact with 
Christian doctors and nurses. In a non-Christian 
country where no one feels responsibility for 
anyone else, the witness of these doctors and 
nurses, constantly doing for others, will have 
its effect on those around them. 

Dr. Frank Brown, who is in charge of this 
medical work, says: “this hospital will serve as 
a witness to men and women in need of a 
Savior and as a means of introducing them to 
Christ—it will serve as an object lesson to 
the Japanese Church and as a challenge to its 
social conscience.” 

Another missionary calls it “a dream come 
true.” Let’s help this dream to come true in 
a way of which Christ can say, “Well done.” 
Let’s “dig deep” and make this an even larger 
gift than ever before. 
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Church News 


Latest Presbytery Votes 
On Church Union 
On April 12th Fayetteville Presbytery 


voted 49 For Union and 88 Against Union. 
Roanoke recently voted 26 For and 40 
Against. This brings to a total 41 Pres- 
byteries voting For Union and 39 Presby- 
teries voting Against Union. There are six 
Presbyteries yet to vote. 


r. and Mrs. Rupert McGregor to Scotland 


ontreat — Dr. J. Rupert McGregor, Moun- 
tain Retreat Association and Montreat College 
president, has accepted Billy Graham’s invita- 
tion to join him in Glasgow for the latter part 
of the Scotland campaign. 


Dr. and Mrs. McGregor will leave Tuesday, 
April 12, aboard the Queen Mary. They will 
be in Scotland for two weeks, with Dr. Mc- 
Gregor scheduled to preach in several of Glas- 
gow’s largest churches. 

They will accompany the Graham team to 
London for that part of the evangelist’s cam- 
paign and spend several days visiting parts of 
England and Scotland. 

“I’m going in the hopes of making some 
contribution to Billy’s work,” Dr. McGregor, a 
long-time friend of the evangelist, said. 

He and Mrs. McGregor will return to Mon- 
treat around the middle of May, Dr. McGregor 
said. 


R. H. WILSON, M.D., RECEIVES 
NATIONAL MEDAL OF 
SOUTH KOREA 


Richmond, Va. — Dr. Robert Manton Wil- 
son, M. D., missionary to Korea from the Pres- 
byterian Church. U. S,, has received the Na- 
tional Medal of the South Korean government 
for his work with lepers in that country. The 
award was presented by Dr. You Chan Yang, 
Korean ambassador to the United States, at 
the Korean Embassy in Washington, March 1. 


Dr. Wilson is a native of Columbus, Arkan- 
sas, attended Arkansas College and received his 
_M. D. degree from Washington University. He 
did post graduate work in New York and Berlin 
and in 1908 went to Kwangju, Korea, as a medi- 
cal missionary from the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S. In 1929 he was ordained as an evangelist 
by Ouachita Presbytery. 


From 1948 to 1950, Dr. Wilson served as 
health director tor Henrico County, Virginia. 
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During his service in Korea as a medical mis- 
sionary from 1908 to 1941, the physician was 
twice decorated by the Japanese government for 
his work as medical superintendent of Bieder- 
wolf Leper Colony. The Japanese government 
was then the ruler of Korea, therefore the donor 
of the award. 


THE VACATION FUND 


May we again call your attention to the Vaca- 
tion Fund for the ministers and missionaries 
of our church? 


The Vacation Fund is made up of contribu- 
tions from many Presbyterians and Presbyterian 
organizations. The fund is used entirely to pro- 
vide periods of physical rest and spiritual en- 
richment in one of the great conference centers 
of our church. The following quotation from 
a letter of gratitude from one of the beneficiaries 
of this fund is typical of them all; 


‘As we come to the end of this year 1954, I 
am mindful of the fact that one of my greatest 
blessings this year was the two weeks I spent at 
the Bible Conference in Montreat. This was 
made possible through the help of the Vacation 
Fund, and I would not have been able to go 
had it not been for this help. Through the 
inspiration and help received from the speakers, 
I believe my ministry of the Word has changed 


for the better. I am deeply grateful to all who 


have had a part in the Vacation Fund.” 


There are scores of ministers in our church 
who will need to get away from their work for 
rest and spiritual refreshment this summer, but 
who will not be able to do so without the aid 
of this Vacation Fund. 


If it is possible for you to make a contribu- 
tion to this good cause, we shall be deeply grate- 


ful to you and the same will be faithfully ad- 


ministered by me as Manager. Please send your 

contribution at once to Mrs. Ira D. Holt, Treas- 

urer Vacation Fund, Box 358, Montreat, N. C. 
Wade H. Boggs, 
Manager Vacation Fund 


Dr. Brown, Associate Pastor, First 
Presbyterian Church, Gastonia 


On March 13, 1955, the Reverend James New- 
ton Brown, D. D., was installed as Associate 
Pastor at the First Presbyterian Church of Gas- 
tonia, North Carolina. 


The Reverend Harry M. Moffett, pastor of 
the church presided at the installation. 


The Commission of Kings Mountain Presby- 
tery to install Mr. Brown were in addition to 
the Rev. Mr. Moffett, the Rev. James L. Mays, 
pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, Lin- 


‘THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


f 
i 
\ 

t 
t 
( 
a 

| 
t 
e 
4 Ly 
O 
A 


colnton, who preached the sermon, Rev. Fred 
R. McAlister, pastor of the Linwood Church, 
Gastonia, to charge the minister, Rev. W. C. 
Neel, pastor of West Avenue, Gastonia, to 
charge the congregation. —To complete the com- 
mission were Elder W. Roy Robinson of the 
Olney Church, Gastonia, and Elder J. H. Ham- 
ilton of Adams Memorial, Gastonia. 


The next stated meeting of Kings Mountain 
Presbytery will be held at Hidden Valley, con- 
vening at 9:30 A. M. on May 17. 


CHARLES RICHMAN BIXLER 


The Reverend Charles Richman Bixler, 
pastor of the Armstrong Memorial Church of 
Gastonia, North Carolina, died February 8, 
1955. Mr. Bixler was born of missionary par- 
ents in Brazil, September 16, 1913. He received 
his education at Davidson College, 1934-38, and 
Columbia Theological Seminary, 1940-43. Upon 
graduation from seminary he was ordained by 
Holston Presbytery. In addition to his pastorates 
in Tennessee and Gastonia, Mr. Bixler served 
as’ pastor of churches in Montgomery and 
Bethel Presbyteries. In all his fields of service 
he was loved and admired by the people of 
his churches and by his fellow presbyters. He 
is survived by his wife, the former Sarah Bond 
Matthews of Lithonia, Georgia, and three chil- 
dren. 


BREAM MEMORIAL REVIVAL 


Dr. William A. James, evangelist from 
Brownsville, ‘Tennessee, conducted the Spiritual 
Emphasis Week services at the Bream Memorial 
Presbyterian Church in Charleston, West Vir- 
ginia. The services were held March 20 through 


A native of England who has held pastorates 
in the Presbyterian Church, U. S., for over 
eighteen years, Dr. James is now engaged in 
full-time evangelistic work. Richly evangelistic 
in spirit, soundly Scriptural in content, and 
warmly dignified in manner, his sermons found 
their way into the hearts of the many who at- 
tended these services at Bream. 


Since the opening day of the services a total 
of twenty-one persons have united with the 
Church, thirteen of these on profession of faith, 
and more than forty people have publicly re- 
dedicated their lives to the Saviour. 


PRESBYTERIAN MEN OF KENTUCKY 


Louisville, Ky. — Presbyterian men of Ken- 
tucky will hold their first Synod-wide confer- 
ence at Lees Junior College, Jackson, Ky., on 
August 26, 27, and 28, it was announced today 
by Robert L. Williams of Louisville, president 
of Kentucky Synod Men’s Council. 
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An Income for You— 
An Outgo of Christianity 


This free booklet on Church Extens:un An- 
nuities tells how. Briefly, your gift to the 

- Board purchases a regular annuity for you 
which pays you an income for life—beginning 
now. To protect your investment, the full 
amount is held by the Board through your 
lifetime, and, depending on your age, you can 
receive up to 7% semi-annually—regardless 
of prevailing business 
conditions. Later, your 
gift lives after you 
bringing others to 
Christ. See how people 
with small or large in- 
comes may enjoy this 
plan. 


WRITE TODAY FOR 
FREE BOOKLET 


“Facing the Future 
with Your Money for 
CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH” 


G. B. Strickler, Treasurer 


BOARD of CHURCH EXTENSION @ 


341-B Ponce deLeon Ave., N. E., Dept. B-3, Atlanta, Ga. 


Five leaders of Presbyterian men’s work who 
are scheduled to take part in this first annual 
conference, include: Ed C. Hammond, Atlanta, 
Vice President of Assembly's Men’s Council; 
Ernest A. Andrews, Jr., Richmond, Director of 
Program and Service for the Division of Men’s 
Work; Dr. John R. Gosney, Danville, Ky., Re- 
gional Field Director of Kentucky for Presby- 
terian Church, U. S. A.; the Rev. M. R. Cos- 
tanzo, Jeffersontown, Ky., representing the 
Synod of Kentucky’s Christian Education Com- 
mittee; and W. R. Duncan III, past president 
of Kentucky Synod Men’s Council. 


Reservations are already being received at 
the college. The conference will open on the 
afternoon of August 26, Wednesday, and close 
at noon the following Sunday. 


“Forward Men—With Christ!” is the theme 
that will guide the considerations at the 3-day 
gathering. 


Queens College 


Charlotte, N. C. — Beginning in the fall of 
1956 and continuing during the scholastic year 
1956-57, Queens College will celebrate the hun- 
dredth anniversary of its founding. Dr. Edwin 
R. Walker, eleventh president of the college, 
has announced that plans are already being 
made for the observance of the centennial. 
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